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  Vesna Pusić

	
	Professor of Sociology, University of Zagreb

Member of Parliament, Deputy Speaker

President, Croatian People’s Party – Liberal Democrats (HNS)

	Education
	· BA University of Zagreb, 1976 – Sociology and Philosophy

· PhD University of Zagreb, 1984 - Sociology, with the thesis: “The Role of Collective Decision-Making in the Realization of Workers' Interests”

	Professional interests and Experience


	· From 1975 to 1979 I worked as a member of the IDE- International Research Group doing research on industrial democracy in Europe. 

· From 1976 to 1978 I worked as a researcher at the Institute of Sociology, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.

· Since 1978 I have been working at the Sociology Department, University of Zagreb; 1992-1994, Head of the Department; 1998 elected to full Professor, teaching courses in the Theory of Industrial Democracy and the Sociology of Politics.
· I am the co-founder and director of the ERASMUS GUILD, a non‑government, non-partisan think-tank for the culture of democracy. The think-tank was active from 1992 to 1998. In that capacity I was the publisher of ERASMUS, a journal focusing specifically on different issues of transition in Croatia, countries of former Yugoslavia and Eastern Europe. I also served on the editorial board of ERASMUS and edited a series of books on democracy and its strategies in post‑communism.
· Under my directorship, Erasmus Guild conducted a number of roundtable discussions on controversial and sensitive issues in our region in order to stimulate and provide civil initiatives for conflict resolution and alternative political solutions in this area.  We organized five such roundtables: Serbs and Croats in November, 1993 in Zagreb, bringing the first group of intellectuals from Serbia to Croatia since the beginning of the war; Federation Bosnia-Herzegovina : State and Civil Society in June, 1994 in Sarajevo; Strengthening Democracy in the Region in February,1995, a meeting of over a 100 representatives of NGOs from countries of former Yugoslavia, Albania and Hungary and representatives of different U.S. and Western European founding agencies; Croatia : Status Report in December, 1997; Second Transition : Political Pluralism in Croatia from Opposition to Government in January,1998.

	Politics 
	· 2005 Member of the National Committee (for Monitoring the Negotiations on the Accession of Croatia to the EU);

· 2004 Member of the Joint Parliamentary Committee Croatia – EU;

· In 2003 elections elected member of Croatian Parliament (second term);

· 2003 elected Deputy Speaker of the Croatian Parliament;

· Since 2003 member of the Parliamentary committee for Science, Education and Culture;

· In 2000 elections elected member of the Croatian Parliament (first term)

· In 2000 elected President of the Croatian People’s Party;

· In late 1997 I revived my activities in HNS, became the president of the party’s Advisory Council and a member of party leadership;

· In the first free elections in Croatia in the spring of 1990 I supported the Coalition of National Agreement and later that year was in a group of 28 people that founded the Croatian People’s Party (Hrvatska narodna stranka - HNS). This became the first and only political party of which I was ever a member and I stayed active in party politics until 1992;

· In 1978 I was in a group of seven women who initiated and organized the first feminist group in post World War II Yugoslavia.

	Research


	During the course of my professional career, I have either led or participated in a number of empirical research projects.  

· In 1995/96 I coordinated an empirical research project on dominant political, religious, family, work and environmental values in Croatia, which was a part of the global World Value Survey started 17 years ago by the Institute of Social Research at the University of Michigan.  This research became part of a larger project effort in Croatia, entitled A New Agenda for a New Democracy.

· Besides the already mentioned project on industrial democracy, from 1989 to 1991 I conducted an empirical study on managerial style in18 of the most successful industrial organizations in Croatia. This served as the basis for an analysis of the managerial elite as a potential caretaker political elite for the transition period in Croatia.  The results of this study were published in my book The Leaders and the Managers, Novi Liber, 1992.  

	Guest lectureships and professional councils


	· From 1992 to 1997 I was a member of the Joint Committee for Eastern Europe of the American Council of Learned Societies.  I am a member of the Research Council of the International Forum for Democratic Studies.

· I have lectured at the University of Chicago; the American University, Washington, D.C.; Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.; The Wilson Center, Washington, D.C.; the International Democratic Forum, Washington, D.C.; the Foreign Service Institute, U.S. Dept. of State and others.

· During the academic year 1996/97 I was the E.L.Wiegand Distinguished Visiting Professor of Democratization at Georgetown University, School of Foreign Service, Washington, D.C.

· I spent the academic year 1984/85 at the School of International Service, The American University, Washington, D.C. as a H. H. Humphrey Fellow specializing in management of human resources.

· In 1980 I taught at the Sloan School of Management at M.I.T. 

	Publications
	Books

· Democracies and Dictatorships, Durieux, 1998.

· The Leaders and the Managers, Novi Liber, 1992.

· Industrial Democracy and Civil Society, Sociološko društvo Hrvatske,  1986.

· Industrial Democracy in Europe, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1981.*

· European Industrial Relations, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1981.*

          *(co-author)





Others   Author of approximately 50 scientific and professional articles in domestic and international journals. 
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